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YarD PrOtOCOL HORSE WITH 
SUSPECTED 
CLINICAL SIGNS

STEP 4
MONItOr ALL HOrSeS ON yArD 
AND DIVIDe INtO reD, AMber 
AND greeN zONeS

STEP 1
ISOLAte

• Medium risk

 • Been in contact with an infected horse

 •  Monitor closely and isolate/add to red 
zone if clinical signs develop

 •  Monitor rectal temperature twice daily 
if >38.5˚C then add horse to red zone

• Low risk

 • No contact with Red or Amber horses

 •  Monitor closely and isolate/add to 
red zone if clinical signs develop

• High risk

 • Signs of infectious disease

 • Confirmed diagnosis

 • Isolate immediately

RED AMBER GREEN

• Test to confirm diagnosis

 •  Keep horse in isolation until 
confirmed free from disease by 
the vet

 

STEP 2
CALL tHe Vet

•  Close the yard to all horse 
movements

•  Inform all owners and visitors to yard  
of potential outbreak

•  Ensure strict adherence to isolation  
and infection control measures

•  Keep yard closed until all horses 
confirmed free from disease by vet 

STEP 3
INFOrM yArD OWNer OF 
POteNtIAL DISeASe

STEP 5
CLeAN uP

ISOLATION FACILITIES 
(10-25M from other horses)

•	 Cough

•	 Nasal	discharge

•	 Swollen	glands

•	 Raised	temperature	(>38.5˚C)

•	 Lethargy/reduced	appetite

•	 Abortion

•	 Diarrhoea

Acting quickly to isolate horses with suspected infectious disease is fundamental  
in reducing the spread of the disease and controlling the outbreak quickly.  

•	 	Isolated	stable	in	remote	area	of	yard	with	a	separate	airspace	to	other	stables	 
or an isolated field

•	 	Foot	disinfection	areas	and	hand	washing	facilities	should	be	available	

•		 Use	of	protective	clothing	and	gloves	essential

•	 	Use	dedicated	and	clearly	marked	equipment,	bedding	and	feed	

•	 	Restrict	personnel	access	to	essential	only.	Keep	dogs	and	cats	away

•	 Attend	to	healthy	horses	before	attending	those	in	isolation

•	 	Horses	should	not	leave	isolation	until	free	from	disease	as	confirmed	by	your	vet

SIGNS WHICH INDICATE 
THE NEED TO 
ISOLATE INCLUDE:


